
CHARBONNEAU 
 

This 2003 Charbonneau Red is produced entirely from grapes grown in Walla Walla County.  
All of the merlot and cabernet sauvignon (95.7%) were grown at Charbonneau Vineyard, 
owned by Mickey and Kevin Witherspoon.  This vineyard is located in northwestern Walla 
Walla County, high on a bench overlooking the Snake River with gentle aspect toward the 
north.  The very sandy soil is shallow and wind blown and of marginal productivity, rarely 
producing more than two tons per acre.  The cabernet franc was grown at the Woodward 
Canyon Estate Vineyard in the Walla Walla Valley on shallow silt loam soils near Lowden, 
Washington. 

 
HARVEST STATISTICS AND GENERAL INFORMATION 

 
 Merlot Cabernet Sauvignon Cabernet Franc 
Blend 39% 56% 5% 

Brix 24.4 22.7 26.5 
pH 3.59 3.45 3.88 
Total Acidity .44 .72 .54 
Harvest Date 9/27/03 10/17/03 10/0/03 
Yeast Bordeaux Red Bordeaux Red Woodward Canyon Native 
Fermentation open stainless steel 

tanks 
open/closed stainless 

steel 
open/closed stainless steel 

Barrels new French  new French new French 
 

Fining & Filtration: unfined, filtered 
Date of Bottling: September, 2005 

Total Case Production: 409 cases  
Alcohol: 13.6 % by volume 

 
TASTING NOTES 

Color:  Deep, dark garnet red  
 
Nose:  Typical Charbonneau aromas of sweet pipe tobacco and 
cigar box integrated with subtle cherry and cassis.  Toasted oak 
from new barrels plays in with additional notes of spice and 
vanilla. 
 
Taste:  Ripe, sweet, fruit is in perfect proportion with new French 
oak, acidity, alcohol and tannin.  The wine has great texture with 
softer tannins. The finish is generous and long. 
 
Observations:  The 2003 vintage was the warmest on record in 
Washington State.  I currently find the nose to be closed initially 
but opens up with time in the glass.  The flavor profile expresses 
the Charbonneau character with the herb and tobacco nuances that 
allow this Charbonneau red wine to show a sense of place.  I 
expect the cherry and cassis fruit to become more forward as this 
wine develops.  This wine should age well for ten years, with  
proper cellaring. 
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